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The Thistle and the Maple Leaf: International Collaboration to enhance CPD 
Ronald MacVicar & Heather Armson, Malaga, AMEE 2009

Summary of work: A collaborative partnership between the Foundation for Medical Practice Education in Canada and NES has involved an adaptation of PBSGL to meet the needs of Scottish General Practitioners (GPs). Collaboration has included facilitator training, "tartanisation" of learning materials and plans for collaborative research. Implementation strategies, expected and unforeseen challenges and adaptations required to facilitate the 'fit' of an existing programme to a different medical environment will be presented

Summary of results: PBSGL membership in Scotland has grown within three years from 40 members in five groups to approaching 700 members in 75 groups (more than 1:6 of all GPs in Scotland)


Conclusions: The rapid implementation of PBSGL for GPs in Scotland suggests that successful CPD interventions can be successfully translated between different countries.

Take-home message: Through active collaborative efforts, programmes and materials that have been developed for use in one medical environment can be successfully adapted for use in another country
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